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BRIEFLY
‘Jet lag’putsbiteon
malariaparasites
MALARIAparasitesare lesseffectiveat
causing infection if theyareoutof syncwith
their victim’sbodyclock, scientistshavefound.

Researchersat theuniversitiesofEdinburgh
andOxfordgavetheparasites“jet lag”by
insertingthemintomicewhosebodyclocks
weredifferent to theirown24-hourcycle.

It was found the parasite was only half as
effective at infecting mice whose body clock
was different to their own. The parasites’
ability to transmit to mosquitoes who carry
the disease was also reduced.


